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Geology

400 million years ago this area was covered
by an inland sea which left deposits of
sand to depths up to 400 feet. These thick
layers of sand compressed and formed into
sandstone, known as Cambrian Sandstone.
As the seas disappeared, due to changes
in weather patterns, the sandstone was
exposed to the forces of wind and rain.
Much of the sandstone has eroded over
the years forming broad sandy plains
with sandstone remnants such as Castle,
Wildcat and numerous other mounds in
the area. These mounds are also called
outliers.

Though the Black River State Forest is
located in the driftless (non-glaciated) area
of Wisconsin, glaciers had a tremendous
impact in shaping the landscape as we
see it today. Glaciers carried tons of rock,
gravel, sand and debris as they slowly
carved their way south. About 10,000
years ago when the Wisconsin Ice Age
was ending weather patterns changed and
the glaciers began to melt. As the glaciers
receded near Wisconsin Dells, a natural
dam on the Wisconsin River was created
by rock and debris deposited by melting
glaciers. This dam created Glacial Lake
Wisconsin (located south and east of the
state forest).

Glacial Lake Wisconsin and out wash
from the Black River resulted in the pres-
ent sandy soils, poorly drained areas and
relatively flat terrain.

Hike the nature trail at Castle Mound
or the ski trail at Wildcat Mound and get
a close up view of a remnant sandstone
mound. When you get to the top of the
mound, look off in the distance and see
the flat, wooded, and marshy areas to the
east. OR! Hike the trail at Perry Creek
and see the scenic sandstone gorge carved
from years of erosion. OR! Canoe the
Black River and witness for yourself the
geologic features of the area along with the
spectacular view. Over the years, the Black
River has cutits channel down through the
sandstone to expose the much older gran-
ite. This can be seen on the stretch from
Hatfield south to Black River Falls.

Emergency Information

Notify DNR Service Center, Castle
Mound Office, or call the Sheriff’s
Office at (715) 284-5357 or 911.

Public phones are located in
Millston, Hatfield, and Black River
Falls.

For medical assistance ahospital
islocated in Black RiverFallsat 711
W. Adams St. (715) 284-5361
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Unwanted Company in
the Black River State Forest

While spending time in the Black River
State Forest you will likely encounter
unwanted company. No, these annoy-
ing visitors aren’t the rowdy and unruly
individuals in the campsite next to you.
The undesirable visitors are non-native
plant species!

Most irritating visitors show up by
themselves, but non-native plants have
help traveling to the Black River State
Forest. Humans bring most non-native
plants into Wisconsin in two main ways.
First, many non-native plant species are
imported to Wisconsin for landscaping.
After a time the seeds of these plants
escape to the wild. Second, seeds from
non-native plants hitchhike into Wisconsin
on people. Seeds get trapped on soles of
hiking boots, in the bottom of tents, in
the tread of an ATV tire, and even in a
dog’s fur. The non-native plant seeds then
get distributed in Wisconsin on the next
camping trip.

Non-native plants that proliferate and
take over native vegetation are considered
to be invasive. Invasive plant species have
the ability to jeopardize the health of an
ecosystem by out competing native plants
for sunlight, nutrients, and moisture. If
native plants cannot compete for resources

What can you do to prevent

the spread of invasive species?

garden.

ecosystem.
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forest.

Check your clothing for seeds or plant material after being outdoors. Remove
the material and leave it at the site.
Research the origin of garden plants and don’t plant exotics in your

Educate others about the impact of non-native invasive species on the

Volunteer with the DNR to help remove these invasive species from the

they may disappear from the communities
where they live. The disappearance or
decline of native plants could ultimately
threaten the biodiversity of the community.
Animals and insects native to Wisconsin
like to eat plants native to Wisconsin! If
native plants decline due to competition
from non-native plant species there is a
chance the native animals and insects of
Wisconsin will also decline.

In the Black River State Forest there
are 3 main invasive species of concern.
First, the Common or Glossy Buckthorn
is a shrub reaching heights of 20 feet with
glossy leaves. Buckthorn grows in thick
stands and will shade out native understory
plants. Next, Spotted Knapweed is a plant
3 to 4 feet in height with purple thistle-
like flowers. The plant has the ability to
produce chemical compounds that affect
nearby plants. This adaptation inhibits
the growth of native plants and allows
Spotted Knapweed to quickly take over
and inhabit an area. Finally, Leafy Spurge
is an invasive plant that reaches 3 feet in
height and has yellow flowers clustered
together. This plant also produces chemical
compounds and these compounds prevent
deer and cattle from feeding on it. Leafy
Spurge also invades and dominates prairie
and field habitats. You can contact the
DNR Service Center, or ask a ranger for
help identifying these plants.

There are three main management tech-
niques used to stop the spread of invasive
plant species. These techniques include
mechanical, biological, and chemical
control methods. Currently, the Black
River State Forest only uses mechanical
control practices. This type of control
includes the pulling and cutting of the
plant in order to slow or stop its spread
in the community.

The Black River State Forest was estab-
lished in 1957 after the Federal Gov-
ernment had conveyed 59,000 acres of
forest land to the Wisconsin Conservation
Departmentin 1955. Through further land
purchases, the foresthas grown to its pres-
ent size of approximately 67,000 acres.

The area within the Black River State
Forest was first subjected to logging in
1850; then it was settled by homestead-
ers seeking farmland. Before the logging
days of the 1800s, the forest consisted
primarily of white and red pine. Today the
Forest consists of a mix of jack pine, oak,
and aspen with an increasing component
of white pine in both the understory and
canopy layers.

A service building was constructed
at Castle Mound Roadside Park in 1958
which complimented the existing log
shelter and home built by the Civilian
Conservation Corp (CCC) workers in
1938. A loop campground with toilets
soon followed along with an observation
tower which replaced the fire lookout
cabin on top of the mound. By 1966,
attendance at the Black River State Forest
exceeded 100,000 visitors annually. Today
over 300,000 visitors use the forest on an
annual basis.

The advent of snowmobiles brought a
new type of recreation for the forest and in
1967 a 14 mile loop trail was constructed.
Today more than 50 miles of snowmobile
trails link up with an extensive network
of county trails.

The construction of Interstate 94
contributed to the development of the
Robinson Beach swimming area. The
need for sandfill resulted in the digging
of an 11 acre clear water pond in 1968.
The water is crystal clear and the beach
is over 600 feet long.

When cross-country skiing became
popular in the early 1970s, a 14 mile trail
was developed. Another 12 miles were
added in 1981. The cross-country ski trails
on the Black River State Forest are consid-
ered some of the finest in the state.

The cross-country ski trails are popular
for backpacking, hiking and mountain
biking during the other seasons of the
year. The trails wind through rolling,
sometimes steep, terrain. Many scenic
vistas are located along the trail. There are
also three nature trails with one located at
each campground.

The forest provides excellent hunting
for whitetail deer, ruffed grouse, wild
turkey and squirrels. Fishing is also
popular on the Black River, East Fork of
the Black River and on various flowages
found throughout the forest.

Logging activity can be found going
on throughout the forest on a year round
basis. The modern equipment is quite a
contrast to the axes, sleds and horses once
used in the 1800s.

Forest Superintendent
910 Hwy. 54 East
Black River Falls, WI 54615

Castle Mound Office
(715) 284-4103
DNR Service Center
(715) 284-1400
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Camping and Picnic Areas

Backpack Camping

° If you enjoy nature, seek

Forest visitors can choose from three
family campgrounds. All three camp-
grounds have nature trails, water, pit
toilets, firewood and picnic facilities. All
of the campsites are wooded and well
screened.

Castle Mound Campground, located
on Highway 12 one mile east of Black
River Falls, has 35 sites, 5 of which
are electrical. Castle Mound features:
showers, flush toilets, handicap acces-
sible facilities, sanitary dump station,
and reserveable sites. Campsites may be
reserved between May 15th and October
Ist by contacting Reserve America at 1-
888-947-2757 or at www.reserveametica.
com. A “must see” for Castle Mound
visitors is the view from the top of Castle
Mound. Follow the nature trail to the top.
Castle Mound campground is open year
round.

Pigeon Creek Campground, located
on North Settlement Road two miles north-
eastof Millston, has 38 campsites. Pigeon
Creek Flowage provides anice swimming
beach and fishing within walking distance
of the campground. Campers can experi-
ence a more rustic outing, as electricity is
notavailable. The five mile mountain bike
trail connects you to the 20 plus miles of
hiking/ski trails which are also available
to mountain bikes. Campsites at Pigeon
Creek are available on a first come first
serve basis. Facilities are accessible to the
handicap. Pigeon Creek campground is
open year round. Try a weekend of cross
country skiing and winter camping. For a
truly scenic view, hike or ski the Wildcat
or Ridge Trail located north of Pigeon
Creek Campground.

The East Fork Campground is
located on the north end of the state forest
on Campground Road. The 25 sites are
well spaced with half the sites located on
the banks of the East Fork River. Campsites
are available on a first come first serve
basis. A boat landing is located at the
campground entrance. “Canoe from the
campground downstream to Lake Arbutus.
This stretch of river provides good walleye
and smallmouth bass fishing.” Or, hike
the nature trail along the bank of the East
Fork River for a chance to see some of the
wildlife that abounds in the state forest.
Nearby Lake Arbutus offers a swimming
beach and boating opportunities.

Other camping opportunities on the
state forest include the following:

Horse Campground
H The horse campground is

ﬁ located on the north end of the
forest on Campground Road.
Twelve sites are available on a

first come first serve basis and include a
picnic table, fire ring and tethering post.
The campground has pit toilets and solar
powered pump for water. The 20 mile horse
trail begins at the horse campground. Trail
passes are required. Assistance is available

from the East Fork Campground attendant.
Electricity is not available.

/& solitude, and welcome the chal-
lenge of “roughing it,” you may
beinterested in backpack camp-
ing on the state forest. You must obtain a
permit and camp at least one mile away
from your parked vehicle. Call or write
the forest office for additional information
and permits.

Group Camp

The group camp, located on
A the north end of the forest on
A A Campground Road is secluded
and provides peace and quiet
for those looking to “get away from it
all.” The group camp can accommodate a
maximum of 50 people. Water, pit toilets,
picnic tables, cooking grills, adog kennel,
and a large fire ring are provided.

The new indoor building at the group
camp is a popular four-season facility.
Twelve people can sleep comfortably,
but you will need to bring a mattress pad
or bed roll to cushion the wood bunks.
Stove, refrigerator, gas fireplace, heated
floors, and a bathroom with a shower
are provided. The indoor facility is ADA
compliant. Reservations are required, with
atwo-day minimum on summer weekends.
No reservation may be submitted more
than one year in advance of the date the
campsite is to be occupied.

Gun Deer Season Camping
For the gun deer season, hunt-
ers must obtain a permit for
off site camping on the state
forest. Permit requests must
be received between August 15th and
November 15th andsites arerestricted. For
more information contact the state forest
superintendent at (715) 284-1406
Picnic Facilities
Picnic facilities are located at
the three campgrounds. All have
hand pumps for water, picnic
tables, grills and pit toilets.
Castle Mound and Pigeon Creek have
playground equipment and are handicap
accessible. Perry Creek Park, Oxbow
Pond and Robinson Beach provide limited
picnic facilities. You are also welcome to
stop at one of the flowages or any other
scenic area to enjoy a picnic lunch or just
torelax and take in the beauty of the forest.
Alog cabin picnic shelter located at Castle
Mound is available for reservations. The
shelter has a stone fireplace, electricity,
tables and outside cooking grills.

Endangered
Resources
Fund

Donate on your Wisconsin Income Tax Form

ATV Trails

The Black River State Forest has approximately 30 miles of AT V/Motorcycle
o) ) trails in the heart of Jackson County’s trail system. Considered one of the

premier ATV trails in Wisconsin, the winding trail travels through towering
stands of white pine and oak trees, scenic vistas and pine barrens. Along the
trail one may see whitetail deer, turkeys or possibly a wolf;, all of which call the Black
River State Forest their home. One can go from Millston north to Lake Arbutus and
from Black River Falls east to Pray. Use caution, as trails are two-way, stay to the right
when approaching and going around corners. Be aware of active logging operations,
and heavy equipment performing trail maintenance along the trail.

When encountering non-motorized trail users, Wisconsin ATV regulations require
ATVer’s and motorcyclists to reduce speed to no more than 10 miles an hour. Come
and take a scenic tour of the Black River State Forest.

Dependent on conditions, all Black River State Forest and Jackson County ATV/
Motorcycle trails are open from May 15 to October 15 and from December 15 to
March 15.

Black River State Forest, trails access Points/Parking Lots.

Highway 12, west of Millston

Junction County Highway “O” and North Settlement Road, East of Millston
Highway 54 East of Black River Falls

West Clay School Road, near East Arbutus and East Fork Camp Grounds

Rules to Remember

ATV’s and motorcycles must stay on
designated trails. No off trail riding is
permitted. If you are off the designated
trail, your vehicle must be trailered or
pushed to a trail access point.
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features. Stay out of wet areas,
ditches, lowlands, and other sensi-
tive areas. Off trail abuse leads to
trail closures.

v/ If you see anyone operating an
ATV ormotorcycleinanirrespon-
sible manner, please report it to a
law enforcement officer.

v/ Never operate ATV’s or motor-
cycles while under the influence
of drugs or alcohol.

v/ Always wear protective clothing,
goggles and a full helmet.

All ATV’s must be currently reg-
istered and all motorcycles must
have aJackson County Motorcycle

v Always use the buddy system. Trail Pass Sticker.

Never ride alone.

, . -
T i Together let’s keep our trails Beautiful!

trees, shrubs, or other natural

Canoeing

TheBlack Riverbeginsin Taylor
County and flows southwesterly

Campers are limited to a one night stay.
Canoers should be aware of the dam at

entering the Mississippi River at

LaCrosse. From Clark County
to Black River Falls the river has cut its
channel down through the sandstone to
expose the much older granite rock. This
window, called an inlier, is forty miles
long and gives this portion of the river a
special character that canoeists enjoy. The
Black River was so named because the
iron content of the water gives it a dark,
black/brown stain.

Above Hatfield, from Highway 94 to
Lake Arbutus, the Black River is rated
expert in high water. In low water, there
are many rocks and rapids.

As you travel downstream from Black
River Falls, the river begins to widen and
granite rock and fast water are replaced by
sandbars and quieter waters. The sandbars
are a perfect place to stop and rest, picnic
and fish. Two canoe campsites are located
south of Black River Falls at Hawk Island.

Black River Falls, specifically the number
of gates that may be open at the dam.
The following is a useful rule of
thumb:
v/ No gates open at the Black River Falls
dam—Safe.

v/ Two gates open—Average or better
skill required.

v/ Three or more gates open—Canoeing
not recommended.

The East Fork River and Morrison
Creek provide good canoeing in the spring
and early summer and during periods of
higher water.

Canoe rentals are available locally. Due
to fluctuating water levels, conditions should
bechecked priorto canoeing therivers. Maps
showing canoe landings and river miles
are available at campground offices or the
Department of Natural Resources service
center in Black River Falls.

Sphagnum Moss — A Unique Natural Resource

The large central plain area east and south of Black River Falls lies mainly in the bed
of old, Glacial Lake Wisconsin. The area is dotted with a great number of marshes
and bogs containing the greatest concentration of sphagnum moss found in the United
States. Sphagnum moss is often confused with water moss and bull moss.
Commercial harvesting of sphagnum moss was a major enterprise in central Wis-

consin throughout the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s. Sphagnum moss has the ability to hold
100 times its weight in water. The water is released slowly and keeps the moss moist
even in dry weather. It is because of these qualities that sphagnum moss is favored by
tree nurseries and garden stores. Tree roots are packed in wet sphagnum which ensures
seedling survival and the moss is ideal for adding to potting soils.

Commercial moss harvesting is very hand labor intensive and occurs during the cool
times of the day during summer. The moss is raked into piles, hauled to a drying bed
where it is spread out and dried. The moss is then baled and packaged in plastics bags
and delivered to commercial processors. Sphagnum moss regenerates itself naturally
and can be harvested on an eight to ten year rotation.
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Black River Forest Trail Foundation

The Black River Forest Trail Foundation
was started in 1990 by a group of volunteers
who were primarily cross-country skiers.
The purpose of the foundation is to aid the
Department of Natural Resources, Black
River State Forest in enhancing the Black
River State Forest cross-country ski trails
for public use through public awareness
and fundraising. Fund raising supplements
tax dollars to help meet operational needs
such as trail grooming and construction.
The foundation expanded its goals to

include backpacking and mountain biking.
The foundation sponsors a candlelight ski
event the first Saturday in February at the
Smrekar Parking lot. Through these fund
raisers the foundation was able to donate
money to the Black River State Forest
towards the purchase of a snowmobile
used in pulling grooming equipment. Folks
that are interested in assisting or joining
the foundation should contact the forest
superintendent at 715-284-1406.

Special Interest—Dike 17 Wildlife Area

Within the Black River State Forest bound-
ary lies the Dike 17 Wildlife Area. This
3,700 acre area is primarily managed for
waterfowl. Each fall ducks and geese are
attracted to the area, which in turn attracts
both hunter and sightseer. In addition,
sandhill cranes and sharptail grouse may
also be seen. The twenty flowages of the
Dike 17 area were constructed by Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works

Progress Administration (WPA) crews
in the 1930s. An observation tower was
also built so visitors can observe the birds
and animals without disturbing them.
Approximately 2,100 acres of the area
are wildlife refuge. Some endangered and
threatened wildlife species which can be
found are the bald eagle, osprey, Cooper’s
hawk, Blanding’s turtle and the Karner
Blue butterfly.

Forest Land Management

As you hike or drive through the Black
River State Forest you’ll noticeitis a work-
ing forest. Through integrated resource
management techniques, the forest is
managed for a multiple of uses such as:
recreation, wildlife, wood products, aes-
thetics, biodiversity, watershed protection
and fisheries.

Management of the forest for wood
productsis amajor priority for the property
since the early 1950s. Wood products are
a renewable, easily recyclable commod-
ity which is “environmentally friendly”.
The wood products from this forest help
support the second largest industry in
Wisconsin and provide hundreds of people
with jobs.

The harvests of today are managed by
foresters who practice sustainable forestry,
unlike the logging which occurred in the
1800s. The Black River State Forest has
a long range management plan which
will insure the continuous flow of wood
products for future generations.
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Jack pine, oak and white pine are the
major tree species found in the forest.
Several harvest systems are used depend-
ing on the tree species involved. Jack pine,
aspen and oak are all clear-cut because
the young seedlings require full sunlight
to get established. White pine, which is
shade tolerant, is selectively harvested
so that just enough sunlight is permitted
to stimulate young seedlings and to allow
the larger trees to grow in size.

Whenever possible, natural regenera-
tion of a desirable tree species is encour-
aged in order to provide for the next crop.
Where natural regeneration has failed or
where forest areas have been devastated
by fire or other disturbances, trees are
planted.

Ecosystem management strategies are
used to guide land management activities
on the Black River State Forest. Large
ownerships of forest lands are combined
to form eco-regions for purposes of man-
aging biological communities rather than
for an individual species.

Stop! Before you catch o

that little silvery blue
butterfly, you might be
capturing an endangered
species. The Karner Blue
Butterfly was listed as a
federally “endangered
species” in December
of 1992. Endangered
species are animals and
plants that are in danger
of becoming extinct.
Identifying, protecting,
and restoring endan- !
gered and threatened °
species is the primary
objective of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Services’
endangered species program.

Although the Karner Blue Butterfly
has almost become extinct in some of its
historic locations such as the states of
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and Ohio;
Wisconsin appears to be a stronghold for
the Karner Blue.

Why is the Karner Blue so readily
found on the Black River State Forest?
Abundant habitat accounts for this spe-
cies presence. Karner Blue caterpillars

Karner female on goldenrod.
Photo by Thomas Meyer

Karner Blue Butterfly

e feed only on the leaves
of the wild blue lupine
plant. Adults feed on the
nectar of the flowering
plants. Prior to settle-
ment this type of habitat
was found primarily on
sandy soils supporting
oak savannas and pine
barrens. These habitat
types were promoted
by natural disturbances
such as wildfire and
grazing by large mam-
mals.

Over the last thirty
years, natural distur-
bances on the Black
River State Forest have been duplicated
by forestry practices such as timber har-
vesting, followed by soil scarification for
tree planting and natural seeding. These
practices have stimulated the growth of
wild lupine and other flowering plants so
critical to the Karner Blue Butterfly. As
you travel the forests roads in late April
to late May, you’ll notice the beautiful
wild blue lupine plants along roadsides
and in recently cutover jack pine sites.

The Return of the Timber Wolf to
Wisconsin’s Central Forests

Richard P. Thiel
Sandhill Outdoor Skills Center
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

There they were, etched clearly in the
fresh snowfall. Paw prints 4 1/2 inches
long; the tracks of the animal’s hind feet
neatly placed into the spot where its front
feethad been. “Wolf'tracks, well I’'ll be...”,
I exclaimed to my assistant, Stephanie
Stevenson, as I stared in disbelief at the
textbook perfect imprints of a lone timber
wolf’s trail that crossed one of the innu-
merable tamarack swamps dotting the
desolate landscape of eastern Jackson
County in west-central Wisconsin. The
date was November 30th, 1994.

The timber wolf, known to science as
Canis lupus, has had a rough time since
Yankee settlers and European immigrants
settled the region that eventually became
the state of Wisconsin. Wolves live in
families called packs. Packs usually con-
sist of a breeding pair and their offspring.
Wolves may live to be 10 to 12 years old,
but are not sexually mature until they are
2 years old. Generally, one litter is born
each year in the pack, and the month of
Aprilis when the breeding female tidies up
her den (which the whole pack helps dig),
and delivers a litter of 5 or 6 pups.

Contrary to popular beliefs (and
widespread opinion), wolves’s diets do
not include human beings. In the upper
Great Lakes region, as elsewhere in the
continent, this species focuses on members
of the deer family. In Wisconsin wolves
feed primarily on white-tailed deer. They
supplement their diet with beaver, rabbits
and other small animals.

In the fall and throughout winter, many
ofthe pack’s yearling wolves get the “itch”
to leave. They are approaching maturity,
and in order to exert their independence
they need to strike out on their own in
search of unoccupied space, full of deer
and beaver. They also search for spaces
where there are few people. Many radio

collared yearling wolves studied over
the years have traveled 100, 200 and 300
miles in search of such spaces, and a
companion wolf.

This wanderlust is precisely how
wolves returned to Wisconsin. Hounded,
harassed and killed for bounties, the last
of Wisconsin’s original wolf population
became extirpated in the late 1950s. By
1960, the only wolves remaining in the
United States south of Canada, existed
in the far northern forest of neighboring
Minnesota, above Lake Superior. In 1973
the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service placed
the wolf on the federal Endangered Spe-
cies List. This afforded the Minnesota
wolf population some protection (but all
to often laws don’t prevent some people
fromkilling things), enough protection that
their population began rebounding.

By the late 1970s wolves began reap-
pearing in northern Wisconsin. By 1990,
over40wolves were counted in Wisconsin,
but these were all confined to remote for-
ests in the north-central and northwestern
reaches of the state.

In the winter of 1994-95, two packs
were discovered living in eastern Jackson
County, part of Black River State Forest.
A third pair established itself that year,
undetected by DNR biologists, and all
three groups raised pups in 1995. Wildlife
enthusiasts greet the return of the wolf to
western Wisconsin with guarded enthu-
siasm. It is a sign that, given a chance
and the support and understanding of the
public, endangered wildlife can stage a
comeback.

Visitors to the forest probably will not
see a wolf. They are very secretive and
usually avoid people. However, their tracks
may be seen occasionally on area woods
trails. If really fortunate, you may hear
the wild howl of a wolf pack as evening
descends and members of the pack gather
together before sauntering out on their
nightly rounds in search of prey.

Kids! Parents!—Explore Together

Would you like to have some campground activities for yourself and your children and
receive an environmental education lesson at the same time? As Junior Rangers and
Wisconsin Explorers, you can really getinto nature! The Junior Ranger program is for
children K-3rd grades, while the Wisconsin Explorer program is for 4-6th graders.
Here’s how to get involved. Ask at the forest office or contact stations for your free
Junior Ranger or Wisconsin Explorer workbook. You can complete the workbook
during your stay in the Forest. The activities are easy and fun! Once the workbook is
completed, return it to any participating state park or forest to receive your certificate
of achievement and a free wildlife patch for your cap or jacket. So come on! Have
fun earning your patch while learning about your favorite animals.
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Wild Turkeys in the Forest

The first release of wild turkeys in Jack-
son County was made in 1984 on the
South Beaver Creek Wildlife Area. The
firstrelease of wild turkeys in the Zone 14
portion of Jackson County, which includes
the Black River State Forest, was made in
1989. The first spring and fall hunts in Zone
14 occurredin 1990 and 1992 respectively.
Since introduction, the turkey population
has increased dramatically in Zone 14.
In the spring season, 1995, 382 gobblers
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were harvested in Zone 14. 130 birds were
harvested in the 1995 fall season. In the
spring season, 2003, 686 gobblers were
harvested in zone 14. The 2003 fall season
resulted in a harvest of 227 turkeys. We
can expect to see the wild turkey on the
Black River State Forest as a permanent
indigenous resident as long as present
favorable forest management practices
continue.

Our Concern

The safety of forest visitors is a prior-
ity so please be careful at all times and
please impress safety precautions on your
children. Following are some precautions
to keep in mind.

Swimming—Swim safely. Swim at a
designated beach where available. None
of the Forest beaches have lifeguards.
Don’t swim alone, at night, or in unfa-
miliar places. Use caution when wading
in unknown waters, as water depth may
change abruptly. Closely watch small
children near the water.

—Your Safety

Hiking—Hike safely. Be aware that
trails vary in difficulty. Not all trails are
surfaced. There may be steep climbs,
descents, or stairways. Watch small chil-
dren closely. Trail surfaces can become
slippery when wet or covered by leaves
and pine needles, or where there is loose
gravel.

Plants—Never eatberries or plant parts
unless you are certain of their identity.

If you injure yourself or become ill,
report to the public contact station.

IG



